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LETTE 


ON THE 


Reſignation of the Field-Mar- 


ſhal E. of Sr, &c. 


Worms, Sept. 17. 1743. N. S. 


V this Time, my Friend, you will have 
received the ſurpriſing News of the E. 
of &i Reſignation ; ſurprifing with- 
out doubt it muſt be to you, fince even 
here it amazes every ow Yeſterday ſeven- 
night he gave Orders for diſpoſing of his Equi- 
page, and in a very few Days he propoſes to re- 
turn to England. His Lordſhip, I am fo uſed to 
it, that I was going to call him Excellency, is in 
as good Health and Spirits as can poſſibly be ex- 
pected, conſidering that he is above ſeventy, and 
that he has moſtly lived in Courts or Camps, 
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where grey Hairs are ſeldom ſeen. One thing 
muſt be allowed him, that he was abſolutely free 


from the teſty Humours which render old Peo- 


ple diſagreeable. He is, without Diſpute, not on- 
Iy one of the ableſt and politeſt Men of the Age, 
but at the ſame time one of the moſt cheartul ; 
always eaſy of Addreſs, always deſirous of ob- 


 liging, and yet affecting nothing of Popularity. 


In ſhort, from the Time he arrived in the Army, 
he was the Darling of the Officers, and the De- 
light of the private Men, who revered him as their 
Father, and who loved him as their Friend. 

You may depend upon it, that this is not a Pi- 
cture drawn at hazard, a Character sketch'd in a 
Hurry, or a Repreſentation dictated by Preju- 
dice; you have Friends enough who have left the 
Army lately, and who, I believe, to a Man, will 


juſtify what I have ſaid. The Nobleman, of 


whom I am ſpeaking, had none of that lordly 
Haughtineſs which diſguſts Gentlemen ſo much 
he yas the eaſieſt Man alive, and made it his Bu- 


ſineſs to make every Body elle ſo; ſo kind to all 


his Officers, that he frequently prevented their 
Wiſhes;' fo generous, that he thought himſelf the 
only Perſon over-paid; fo inclined to do good 
Offices, that no Body thought it an Excuſe when 
he declared, that to ſerve them was our of his 
Power. . | 

Ic was his Lordſhip's peculiar Felicity, that he 
reconciled the Command of a Nort h-Briton to all 


the Eng/h Officers, who adnffred in his Lordſhip 


thut Steadineſs of 'Temper, and nice Regard to 
Merit, which he ſhewed upon all Occaſions, and 
that Frankneſs with which he did Juſtice ro eve- 

Tt,” by 


ry Man's Performances and Abilities. This is of 
great Conſequence in a General, whoſe Partiality 
may not only be fatal to many private People, 
but to the Publick. Of this, however, he was 
never ſuſpected; and, to his Honour be it ſpoken, 
as he aſſumed, ſo he has laid down his Command, 
with univerſal Approbation. 

I dare ſay, by this time, you want to know. 
the Cauſe of his Reſignation, and I do not doubt 
that the beſt Part of the World are, in this Re- 
ſpect, of your Opinion. Give me leave, howe- 
ver, to ſay, that this is a very nice Point, and 
ought to be handled with great Circumſpection. 
On the one hand, it cannot be ſuppoſed, that a 
Man of my Lord S— s Rank and Reputation 
would reſign without a Reaſon, or without a 
good Reaſon; and on the other, you will readily 
apprehend, that this Reaſon, whatever it was, he 
did not communicate to every Body. It you de- 
fire to know what is commonly ſaid on the Sub- 
ject, I think there is no Crime in telling you. A 
Man will be ſcarce ſuſpected of flattering even a 
Peer out of Place, and as his Lordſhip was not 
diſcarded, I ſee no great Harm there is in telling 
the Truth. fy „ 

There had been for ſome time a Jealouſy that 
his Lordſhip was not very well pleaſed; ſome aſ- 
ſign one Reaſon, ſome another. It was thought 
a little extraordinary that he had the Title of 
Commander in chief ſo long before he had a Re- 
giment; but I do not believe this made any great 
Impreſſion on his Lordſhip, who is naturally ve- 
ry diſintereſted, and the fartheſt in the World 
from deſiring a Multiplicity of Poſts; I believe 

= | 3 too: 


6 
too, that this Matter came 5 be talked of in the 
Army chiefly through the Enquiries made by Fo- 
reigners, who were continually asking, Which 
is the General's Regiment? Where are the Field- 


Marſhal's own Corps? And when they were told 


he had none, they were wont to expreſs a great 
Surprize, as this was a thing by no means agree=- 


able to their Diſcipline. — This, however, could 
not be the Cauſe of his reſigning, ſince his Lords 


ſhip has had a Regiment—tfor ſome time. 


Other People fancied that he was a little piqu'd 


at ſeeing no Notice taken of him in ſome Accounts 
of the Battle of Dettingen, in which, without 
doubt, he had as great a Share as any Officer of 


his Rank ought to have: He gave his Orders 
with great Calmneſs and Intrepidity, and led on 
the firſt Line to their laft Charge, when they beat 


the third Line of French Foot, and thereby de- 
termined the Diſpute. His Lordſhip, however, 


was known to have ſo little Regard for Gazette 


Reputation, that it can ſcarce obtain Credit, that 


ſuch Omiſſions as theſe ſhould give him any con- 


ſiderable Uneafineſs, much leſs operate ſo ſtrong- 
ly, and at fo great a Diſtance of Time. He knew 
very well, that nothing of this ſort could affect 
his Character, that the Army and his Royal Ma- 
ſter were perfectly fatisfied he did all that could 


be expected from a brave and experienced Offi- 


cer, and that his Courage and Conduct contribu- 
ted not a little to the Defeat of the Enemy, and 


to the Glories of that memorable Day. His Lord- 


ſhip indeed, upon all Occaſions, attributed, as it 


Was his Duty, every thing to the King his Ma- 
ſter, who, without Flattery, deſerved it, and 


whoſe 
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whoſe Intrepidity on that Occaſion can never be 


ſufficiently extolled. 


There are a third ſort of People, who ſeem to 


ſay, that he was diſtafted at ſome foreign Officers 


diſputing his Orders. This, I believe, you will 
have tranſmitted to you in England as the princi- 
pal Motive, but if you conſider it ſtrictly, and 
weigh well the Abſurdity of any Officer in Bri- 


ie Pay diſputing the Orders of the Commander 


in chief of the Britiſp Troops, you will know 
what to think of it without any Comment of mine. 
His Lordſhip is certainly a Man of nice Honour, 
and, in that Reſpect, of quick Reſentment; but 
then, if any thing like this really happened, he 
knew where to ſeek Redreſs. All then that we 
know with Certainty is, that he had upon the 6th 


inſtant a Conference of an Hour and a Quarter at 
the Head-Quarters, and that at his Return he 


diſmiſſed the Centinels at his Door, ordered his 
Equipage to be diſpoſed of, and declared his In- 


tention of returning to England. He had his Rea- 
ſons no doubt for this Conduct, and we cannot 


doubt of their being good ones, ſince he had Per- 


miſſion given him to reſign. We know, that in 


like Caſes other Officers of leſs Rank have been 


prevailed upon to change their Reſolutions; and 


therefore we have no room to queſtion that his 
Lordſhfh's were well founded to admit of his de- 
parting from them, which, for the ſake of the Ser- 
vice, he would otherwiſe certainly have done. 
As to his Age and Infirmities, which is a Turn 


not appear to be much broken by the Fatigues he 
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commonly given to it, we cannot lay much Streſs 
upon them for theſe Reaſons; his Lordſhip does 


had lately endured; and with reſpect to his Age, 
this is fo far from diſqualifying him, that it rather 
recommends him. M. Villars and P. Eugene were 
very old when they made their laſt Campaigns, 
and no Body ever queſtioned the Abilities of ei- 
ther. It is not expected that an Officer of ſuch 
high Rank ſhould be ſo brisk and vigorous as a 
Partizan, it is ſufficient if he is able to mount on 


Horſeback on great Occaſions, and to give his Or- 


ders with Dignity and Preſence of Mind. How 
little bodily Abilities have to do with the Bufi- 
neſs of a Commander in chief, appears from a ve- 
ry late and a very illuſtrious Inſtance, I mean, 
the Retreat from Prague, which was conducted 
by a General ſick, and deprived of the Uſe of his 
Limbs, and who through that terrible March was 
not able to ſtir our of his Litter. That wile Prin- 
ceſs Queen Eligabeth was wont to order the Lord 
Treaſurer Burleigh, who was much trobled with 
the Gout, to ſit in her Preſence; for, my Lord, 
ſaid ſhe, it is not for your Legs, but your Head, 
that we eſteem you. While a Man preſerves that, 
he will be always fit to command an Army, as 
old Marthal Rantzau actually did, when he had loſt 
a Leg, an Arm, and was otherwiſe diſabled; he 


ſurvived to his Lordſhip's Age, and merited that 


celebrated Epitaph, Here lies MH. Rantzau, who 
died with nething whole but his Heart. EE 
I muſt rake the Liberty of ſaying, that there 
are two Things which will make the Loſs of this 
noble Earl much regreted: The firſt, His leaving 
his Retirement immediately when the Affairs of 
his Country demanded it, without making Terms 


or Bargains, He was a Man above thoſe fort of 
| 1 things, 
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rhings, as much as he was incapable of raiſing a 


private Fortune out of publick Appointments. He 


loved his Country, and was ready to teſtify that 
Love in whatever Way he was called to it. If 
he affected Magnificence, it was to do Honour to 
thoſe he ſerved, his Expences were inconvenient 
only to himſelf. He had nothing of Party in him, 
and never thought of enriching himſelf when in 
Favour, or obtaining mighty Things from his 
Weight in an Oppoſition. On a Change of Mea- 
ſures he changed his Conduct, came heartily into 
that Scheme which has given a new Face to the 
Affairs of Europe, and diſtinguiſhed himſelf in Hol- 
land, Flanders, here and every where elſe, as a 
warm Friend to Liberty and the common Cauſe, 
and an open Enemy to that falſe and intriguing 


Court, which is the ſole Source of the Troubles 


of Europe. | 5 

The other Cauſe of our Concern at his retiring 
is, The Terror his very Name imprinted on the 
French; they knew him, they knew his Abilities, 
his Sentiments and his Spirit, as well, or better 
than we. They knew him by Experience, when 


he was Ambaſlador at their Court in the Time of 


the late Regent, in that critical Conjuncture, When 


a Man of great Capacity might have been excuſed 


if he had met with leſs Succeſs than the E. of 
Vr did. He behaved at that Court as a Briti/þ 
Miniſter ought to behave; he ſpoke, he acted, he 


lived in a Manner ſuperior to all the Miniſters 


there. This was confeſſed at home and abroad, 
and the Effects of it were very viſible. - He did 


not ask, but command Favours; yet he put on 


no haughty Airs. His Lordſhip did not bully the 
Court, 


10 | 
Court, or behave like a Broglio; no, he carried 
his Point upon all Occaſions by Dint of his perſo- 
nal Character. The Regent knew. that he could 
not be impoſed on, and that he would not be ill 
created. 'This gave him that Credit from the Be- 
ginning of his Miniſtry, which to the End of it 
he maintained. His Memorials were always re- 
ceived with Reſpect; and it is a Truth notorious 
to all Europe, that, while he reſided at Paris, we 
were thought to give Law to that Power, which 
has affected to give Law to all others ever ſince. 
We need not wonder therefore, that the French 
were ſo apprehenſive of this Man; no Body ever 
thought that Nation Fools, and there needed no 
great Penetration to infer, that he who controul- 
ed their Court in the time of Peace, was moſt likely 
to beat their Generals in time of War. 
Beſides, it was as generally known, that no 
_ Man living was better acquainted with the Views, 
Intereſts, and Manner of acting among the French, 
or with the Situation of their Country, than he. 
It is generally agreed, that his Lordſhip had form- 
ed a Scheme laſt Year of penetrating into France 
by the Way of Luxemburgh; and thoſe who are 
beſt verſed in military Science ſeem to be of Opi- 
nion, that on this Side France lies moſt open, and 
may be ſooneſt and moſt deſperately hurt. M. 
Seckendorf, who commands the Emperor's Army, 
got a great deal of Reputation by barely attempt- 
ing it, and if he had been furniſhed with proper 
Magazines, his in all Probability would have been 
more than an Attempt. Lord S—'s Scheme, howWw-— 
ever, was better laid, if it could then have been 
brought to bear, and the very Terror of this _ 
| 25 f made 
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made the French uneaſy ever * hence it is that 
they repreſent him, upon all Occaſions, as a Man 
of implacable Reſentment, as the capital and a- 
vowed Enemy of their Country, one determined 
to do them all the Hurt he could, or to expreſs it 
in their own Phraſe, Ce tiſon de Fenfer le comte de 
Stair, f. e. that Whiſp of Hell the Earl of Stair. 
It is natural r8#believe, that ſuch a Man's re- 
tiring at this Seafon will be very welcome News 
to an Enemy, and eſpecially to an Enemy who 
have ſuch Notions of him as they are known to 
have. It was for this Reaſon that I obſerved, the 
| Motives of his retiring muſt have been very ſtrong, 
otherwiſe he could nor himſelf have thought it pro- 
per, or if he had, it would not have been thought 
ſo in another Place; but with us who are not ac- 
quainted with theſe Reaſons, they cannot, you 
know, have any Weight. We reaſon only from 
what we perceive, and from the Appearances 
things have to us; thoſe who ſee farther may judge 
better, but no Man can be blam'd for judging tor 
himſelf by his own Lights, We have already had 
a great Loſs in an old experienced Officer, who 
fell inthe Field of Battle, I mean General Clayton, 
whoſe Death was ſeverely revenged upon the French, 
as J hope we ſhall ſhortly have an Opportunity of 


paying them in the like Coin for the Retreat of 


the Earl of Sr. This is the true Way of a Sol- 
dier's venting his Paſſion, and though ic may not 
appear very equitable, yet we think it very excuſ- 
able, to lay every thing that vexes us at the Door 
of the Enemy, and beat them for it whether guil- 
ty or not. We are a numerous and well diſci- 
plin'd Army; we expect every Moment to march 

„ 8 towards 
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towards Marſhal Noailles, 490 when we have the 
Honour to talk with his Troops in the Style of 
Dettingen, they will feel to their Coſt how well 
we lov'd our old General; and as their black 
Horſe paid for the Loſs of Clayton, fo their beſt 
Troops ſhall be drubb'd again, out of pure Regret 
at the loſing Field-Marſhal S—-r. . 

It is, Sir, a great Work thau we are about; we 
have declared our Intention not only to deprive 
the French of Alſace, Lorrain, Burgundy, Franche- 
Compte, the three Biſhopricks, and what they at 
Preſent poſſeſs of the Dutchy of Luxemburg, bur 
to humble them alfo, and to reſtrain their Power, 
within ſuch narrow Bounds, as that for the future 


Affairs, and not have ſo much Time upon their 
hands, as to buſy themſelves with their Neigh- 
bour's Affairs purely for the fake of Occupation. 
A glorious Undertaking, if we can compals it; and 
why ſhould we not? We have here the Flower of 
the Britiſh and German 'Troops, we have the King 
and Duke at our Head, and if we are no long- 
er led by old Sr, we can remember the Advice 
and the Example he gave us, which is ſufficient to 
furniſh us with Spirits. | 

Before I conclude this Letter, I muſt tell you, 
that the Hero you have heard ſo much of, I mean, 
Colonel Mentzel, is returned from his Huflars out 
of Lorrain, and is to dine this Day in this City; 
the Streets are lined with People waiting to ſee 
him; the Crowd is as great now as it was at 
Frankfort when he firſt joined the Army of the Al- 

lies. He is certainly a very gallant Man, and an 
Officer of great Merit; his Inroad into that 7 4 


they may have enough to do to look to their own | 
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chy is a very 3 Thing, and will be 
attended, in all Probability, with very happy Con- 
ſequences. He was not ſent thither only to alarm 
the French, to ſqueeze the Purſes of the Monks, 
and to enrich his Huſſars by a prodigious Booty, 
but to reconnoitre the Country, to ſee the Poſture 
of the Enemy's Affairs, and to make a Trial of 
the Diſpoſitions of the People. He has perform- 
ed all this very effectually; his penerating ſo far 
as he did, the Terror he ſtruck, and his fate Re- 

treat, ſufficiently demonſtrate the Poſſibility of ta- 
king Quarters in that Country, the Weakneſs of 
the French, and the Good -will of the Inhabitants 
to their old Maſter. | 
While I am writing, a Friend of mine has 
brought me two Pieces of News, which are worth 
your hearing. The firſt is, that the Earl of S— 
brought upon himſelf that Coldneſs, which inclin- 
ed him ar length to lay down his Command, by 
propoſing warmer and quicker Meaſures than o- 
ther Generals thought reaſonable. For example, 
It is ſaid, that after the Battle of Dettingen, he pro- 
poſed paſſing the Main immediately, and attack - 
ing the French, for which he aſſigned this Reaſon, 
that the War would be then begun as Auxiliaries 
to the —_ of Hungary, whereas if the French 
were ſuffered to retire, and we followed them in- 
to their own Country, the thing might ſeem to 
have another Aſpect. His Opinion in this reſpect 
being rejected, he ſurmiſed it ſeems that there were 
other Officers whole Sentiments had greater 
Weight, which chagrin'd him not a little. Ir is 
likewlle reported, that he was for our marching 
directly from hence to Spire, without waiting for 
5 the 
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the Dutch Troops, who in his Opinion would join 


us Time enough, after we had puſhed Marſhal No- 


- ailks from his ſtrong Poſt. - If there be any Truth 


in theſe Notions, we may juſtly wonder that there 
ſhould be fo active a Spirit in a Body ſo much 
worn with Age; and I muſt likewiſe obſerve, that 
it fully juſtifies the Notion formed of him by the 
French, who always believed that he was the for- 
wardeſt among our Commanders, in executing as 
well as concerting Schemes for their Deſtruction. 
His Lordſhip will return by the way of Holland, 
where he is probably arrived by this Time, and 
where it is thought he will take his leave of the 
States-General, to whom you know he was ap- 
pointed Ambaſſador I and their High 


Mightineſſes have always maniteſted the utmoſt 


Eſteem for his Perſon. 
The other Piece of News I have to tell you, is 


of ſtill greater Importance. There arrived here 


yeſterday an Expreſs from Prince Charles's Ar- 
my, who brought what we have ſo long and 
ſo impatiently expected, the News of his hay- 
ing happily paſs'd the Rhine on the 12th inſtant, 
a little above the Place where Prince Waldeck had 
been repulſed on the 4th. This Affair was manag- 
ed with very great Addreſs. His Royal Highneſs 
having got a Supply of large Boats, ſuffered 30 or 
40 ſmall ones to fall down the Rhine, from whence 
the French were led to imagine, that it was im- 
poſſible for him to paſs over any conſiderable Bo- 
dy of Men, either by a Bridge or by open Boats. 
His Royal Highneſs cauſed great Preparations to 
be made at Briſac, where Count Khevenhuller aſ- 
ſembled near 20,000 Men, and gave ſuch Orders 

as 
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as induced all who were under his Command to 
believe, that he meant to attempt the Paſſage of 
the River the very next Morning; nay he went 


fo far as to make ſuch Diſpoſitions as were moſt 


proper for ſecuring his Retreat, in caſe he was re- 
pulſed. In the mean time, Prince Charles marched 
10 or 12 Leagues higher with the reſt of the Ar- 
my, depending upon the Advice given him by 
Prince Waldeck, that the Place the moſt proper for 
paſſing the River, was over-againſt little Landau, 

which he accompliſhed with the Loſs only of 300 
Men. It is ſaid that the Moment the French aban- 
doned their Redoubts, his Royal Highneſs wrote 
a Billet of five lines to the King of Ereat- Britain, 
and ſent it by the Officer who arrived here yeſter- 
day in the Evening. I would not render myſelf 
accountable for every Tittle of this Relation, but 
ſhall content myſelf with telling you, that I be- 


lieve it to be in every reſpect true. This Moment 


a Courier is taking Horſe, in order to carry the 
Intelligence I ſend you to Bruſſels, and from thence 
to Vienna. 1 : 

The Poſt is gone, this goes to the Hague by an 
Expreſs; I believe I have yet half an Hour good, 
but ſuppoſe I have tired you ſufficiently already, 
but it is your own Fault. You deſired that when 
I wrote next, I would write largely and cir- 
cumſtantially; I believe you will ſcarce venture to 
ſend me ſuch Orders again, but if you do, you may 
depend upon their being obeyed by him, who is 
ambitious of no higher Title than that of 

Tour moſt affectionate Friend, 
ang obedient humble Servant, 


T. 3 
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